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Typing directly into this document, respond thoughtfully and briefly to each of the following prompts.

1

Prompt

Read the poem aloud: what characteristics immediately strike your ear?

Explanation

The lyric poem is an oral/auditory form. If you have not read the poem aloud, you should do so immediately. If you have, you should probably read it aloud again, paying particular attention to how the poem feels as you make its sounds and the effects it achieves as those sounds hit your ears.

2

Prompt

What is the experience or situation described in the poem?

Explanation

Most lyric poems begin with a description of an experience. Identify this level of meaning first.

3

Prompt

Do you know what all the words mean? You need a good dictionary. Do any words carry  connotations?

Explanation

The best dictionary is the Oxford English Dictionary (OED). If you do not have access to the OED, use the best dictionary you can find. Hint: the one built into your laptop is not very good. Why do you need the best dictionary? Because poets live for and in a world of words. Poets will know the denotations and connotations of the words they employ.

4

Prompt

How is the poem put together? The fundamental building block of lyric poetry is the image. An image is a representation of a sensory experience. What imagery is presented in the poem?

Explanation

Images are built of nouns. Nouns can be abstract and concrete. Look for and highlight the abstract and concrete nouns. The concrete nouns will tend to appeal to one of more of your five senses. To which senses does the poem appeal?

How do the abstract nouns function in the poem?

5

Prompt

Imagery can be literal or figurative. Does your poem contain any figurative language? If so, what is the effect of the figurative language?

Explanation

Figurative language refers to expressions that are not meant literally, but to some extent must be understood imaginatively. Types of figurative language include simile, metaphor, personification, metonymy, synecdoche, symbol, fable, allusion, paradox, oxymoron, hyperbole, understatement (including litotes). 
Merely noting the appearance of figurative language is insufficient; you need to consider the effects of the figurative language.
6 

Prompt

What about sound? How do sound elements function within your poem? For example, is rhyme employed? Are other sound devices in evidence? Most importantly, to what effect?
Explanation

Sound devices include rhyme (masculine rhyme, feminine rhyme, end rhyme, internal rhyme, eye rhyme), alliteration, assonance, consonance, onomatopoeia, euphony, and cacophony. You may even recall the related term, “doggerel.” But keep in mind that you’re not engaged in a mere treasure hunt: once you’ve identified sound devices, you should consider their effects.

7

Prompt

In most poems, the poet has made an effort to control the rhythm of the verse. Does your poem present a dominant rhythmic pattern? In what other ways does the poem reveal its rhythm? To what effect?

Explanation

As you’re performing scansion to determine the rhythm of your poem, keep in mind these familiar terms: couplet, end-stopped line, enjambment, caesura, foot (iamb, trochee, spondee, anapest, dactyl), (monometer, dimeter, trimeter, tetrameter, pentameter, hexameter, etc.), accentual meter, sprung rhythm, anaphora, and catalexis (adj. catalectic).

Again, the purpose is not to identify the rhythm, but to assess the effects of the poem’s rhythm.

8

Prompt

Is the poem presented in a form that you recognize? Does the poem establish an unfamiliar pattern to which it sticks? Is the poem open in its form? To what effect?

Explanation

You know or have easy access to many terms related to form: stanza, open form, closed form, free verse, blank verse, dramatic monologue, sonnet (Petrarchan, Spenserian, Elizabethan), quatrain, couplet (closed couplet), octave and sestet, villanelle, limerick, ode, epigram, ballad, ballad stanza, hymn form, sestina, envoy, pantoum, tercet, terza rima, haiku, and cinquain. 

How does the form of your poem contribute to the work’s meaning?

9

Prompt
The subject of some poetry is art itself, including the art of poetry. Does your poem offer an example of ars poetica?
Explanation

“Ars poetica,” literally “the art of poetry,” refers to poetry about poetry.

10

Prompt

Now that you have identified the experience described in the poem and taken a close look at the elements of poetry, what is the relationship between function and form?

Explanation

This question, about how form and function work together to reveal the meaning of the poem, is central to crafting an exegesis.

11

Prompt

Rough out a working thesis by identifying the most significant elements of the poem and explaining how they produce the poem’s meaning. Check the examples in “Explanation.”

Explanation

Here are examples of three VERY ROUGH WORKING EXEGETICAL THESES:

1. “A Valediction: of Weeping” uses multi-layered conceits, complicated imagery, concise language, straining rhyme scheme, ambiguity of language and obscure allusions to dramatize the conflict between speaker and mistress by providing a deeper look at the speaker’s emotions.

2. The poem’s turn, the complicated imagery and allusions, the repetitive alliteration, the numerous enjambments, and the intricate rhyme scheme highlight the conflict between the speaker’s desire and Kubla’s ability to articulate genius.
3. The poem reveals the narrator’s horror at the cruelty of nature and disgust with an uncaring God through simple imagery, ironic use of hymn meter, and extensive personification.

