Set-Up aid for teachers:

N.B. The New Times web page has been improved significantly and might serve as a good tool in class: http://www.newtimesslo.com/55_fiction/55_enter.html

BEDTIME STORY

by Jeffrey Whitmore


“Careful, honey, it’s loaded,” he said, re-entering the bedroom.


Her back rested against the headboard. “This for your wife?”


“No. Too chancy. I’m hiring a professional.”


“How about me?”


He smirked. “Cute. But who’d be dumb enough to hire a lady hit man?”


She wet her lips, sighting along the barrel.


“Your wife.”

Notes by Steve Moss on this sample story:

Consider “Bedtime Story” by Jeffrey Whitmore in our Story Samples section. Besides having a terrific story idea, Whitmore also goes about telling it well. How he does so is worth examining.

Notice how much he achieves through suggestion. We know the characters are lovers, but the author never says so. We also know there’s a gun in the story, but it’s never directly mentioned. In fact, Whitmore’s tale is actually two stories. The second one–the other conspiracy–reveals itself in the final two words.

You’ll also notice that there are no descriptive adverbs or adjectives, yet we see the entire scene perfectly. The author then stretches the form by having his story start even before his narrative begins, and end beyond his final phrase, making it seem longer than just 55 words.

The main advantage to suggestion is conveying information economically. When the reader knows what you’re talking about without your saying so, fewer words are needed. 

The disadvantage, of course, is losing sight of whether the reader is following you. Too much suggestion becomes obscure and confusing. That’s a common error. So is trying to tell too complicated a story in such a tiny space. This 55 Fiction demands a tight focus.

Telling a story in a traditional narrative mode is probably the best approach for new writers, but keep in mind that 55 Fiction encourages experimentation.

