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The Course
Welcome to an advanced survey of United States History designed to be comparable to classes offered to first- and second-year college students.  We will be reading the entire text of Bailey, Kennedy, and Cohen’s The American Pageant, examining primary source documents, and practicing our analytical writing skills to prepare for the Advanced Placement exam to be given in May. I encourage all of you to plan on taking the AP exam.
The Class
We will spend much of our time in seminar discussing the organizing themes in American history, helping us to understand the events and people described in the text.  Because of these emphases, it is critically important that you make two essential commitments for the year:

· Complete all assigned readings on time and with an alert and inquisitive mind.
· Dedicate yourself to becoming an active participant in classroom discussions.

During the year, we will have unit tests that will model the structure and scope of the AP exam in May, we will write essays that have appeared on recent AP exams, and also we will take two semester final exams.  Most every three-week unit will also have some extended writing assignment, some of which will be take-home, others to be completed in class.

The May AP US History Exam
The three-hour AP exam includes:

· 55 multiple-choice questions, grouped in sets of two to five questions per set, in response to stimulus material, like texts, images charts, maps, etc.  (55 minutes, 40% of total exam score)

· Four short-answer questions in response to primary source excerpts (45 minutes, 20% of total exam score).

· One document-based essay question (“DBQ”) where students analyze a group of documents and then write an essay answering a question about these documents (60 minutes, 25% of total exam score).

· One long essay question (chosen by the student from a pair), on a single large topic in U.S. history (35 minutes, 15% of total exam score).

Some points of emphasis on the exam include:

· there are seven thematic learning objectives that are used to organize the new course: identity; work, exchange, and technology; peopling; politics and power; America and the world; environment and geography; ideas, beliefs, and culture

· analysis of historical documents is required in all sections of the exam

· historical thinking and writing skills, like developing coherent historical arguments and evaluating historical interpretations, are emphasized

Taking the AP test, while not a requirement of this class per se, offers an excellent opportunity to gain college credit.  The exam is scored from one to five, and scores of three and above usually gain some credit at most colleges.

Manageable Challenges…
1. This class will make demands on your time probably unlike any other class you have yet experienced in high school.  Reading assignments typically run between 20 and 30 pages.  Find a quiet place at home to do this reading, and expect to spend a few hours reading and taking notes on each assignment.  Try to minimize the many distractions posed by portable electronic devices both at home and in the classroom.

2. We will read the entire textbook, and there will be a quiz on each chapter in class.  Please do not use online summaries of the text in place of actually reading the text.  Also, if you consult online versions of textbook, please be aware that there are many editions of this book (it has been in publication since the 1950s) and chapter numbers may not correspond to ours.

3. You will have a take-home essay assignment every unit (about every three weeks).  During the second semester, we will transition to more timed in-class essays to simulate the conditions of the May exam.  All take-home essays will be submitted through Turnitin.com.
4. If you are absent often, you will miss out on critical classroom discussions.  Often, the textbook does not specifically cover in-class topics, so there is not always an easy way to catch up.  Please see me before or after your absence to discuss you make-up work.

5. You will receive critique of your written work.  Be patient and don’t take it personally: your writing will improve!

6. Multiple-choice tests may be far more difficult than any you have previously experienced; their questions and answers are analytical, rather than simply factual.

Ways That I Will Help You…
1. For every chapter, I will provide a list of terms and important organizing themes to help you recognize the key points.  This will be distributed in a booklet format.

2. I will teach you how to write a proper history essay (it’s a lot different from essays written in English classes and from reports written for previous Social Studies classes).  Often we will complete rough drafts before submitting a final copy for grading. I am a very flexible person, so please let me know ahead of time about planned absences, and check in with me as soon as possible upon your return, so we can return you to our schedule.  

3. I will provide practice tests and quizzes full of questions like you can expect to see of the unit tests and on the AP test in May.

4. We will have vigorous, interesting discussions led by your questions.

5. The Advanced Placement organization has a website with helpful information for students: www.collegeboard.com.

Some More Good News…
1. I think you will find you grade consistently improving over the course of the semester.  Most students found that their letter grade in the class was a good predictor of performance on the AP exam.

2. You have a choice of what kind of notes to take on the text readings, and will be allowed to use these notes on the daily quizzes as long as they are your own work, in your own handwriting, and clearly organized (no scattered annotations or mere lists of definitions will be acceptable).  You will receive credit on the quiz for having complete and organized notes.

3. After each test (except the semester exams), you will have the option of doing test corrections, which will return one-half a point for each corrected wrong answer.

4. Having successfully completed this class, will help you enter college a truly confident and competent student!
