Some Ingredients of a Winning NESDA Speech Script

1. To choose a topic that is original and not hackneyed and one that will interest a young audience

2. To know what is your function in your speech and to make sure this is fulfilled by the end

3. To have a balance between pathos and logos – emotion and fact.  

4. a) Emotion is usually achieved by referring to an anecdotal but true personal experience of yourself or someone else at the beginning of your speech and returning to it (or closing the story) at the end of your speech
b) Emotion is also achieved through your own strong word choice.

5. Fact is achieved by including reliable and true information in the form of statistical evidence, well cited authoritative quotations and results from data analysis and surveys etc

6. Speech techniques can include having a non ‘cheesy’ extended metaphor running through your oration, use of imperative verbs especially in your last paragraph (The Call to Arms section), creating lists that move from strong to extremely strong, use of appropriate collective images, collective pronouns and collective terms, use of abstract nouns tied to metaphors if appropriate to the tone of your speech and also so one or two well judged rhetorical questions.

7. A speech is often successful as a well-reasoned essay, but other forms such as a memoir, a series of diary entries may also be used if it fits the nature of your topic as well as make a point.

8. Speeches can be serious or light, straightforward or satirical…as long as the chosen voice is  one that best gets across a point persuasively.
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